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Program OverviewProgram OverviewProgram Overview

The Global Virtual Internship Program on Islamic Microfinance is a professionally designed 
capacity-building ini�a�ve aimed at developing the knowledge, skills, and prac�cal understanding 
required to work in the growing field of Islamic inclusive finance. Organized by AlHuda Centre of 
Islamic Banking and Economics (CIBE), this program con�nues the legacy of AlHuda CIBE, following 
the success of 11 previous internship batches, and now introducing the 12th batch.

Islamic finance has grown exponen�ally over the past few decades. As of 2025, the global Islamic 
finance industry is valued at over USD 5 trillion and is expected to con�nue its strong growth. With 
over 1,400 Islamic financial ins�tu�ons worldwide, Islamic finance has proven to be an effec�ve 
tool for poverty allevia�on, entrepreneurship development, and financial inclusion. In par�cular, 
Islamic microfinance is gaining a�en�on for its poten�al to provide Shariah-compliant financial 
services to underserved communi�es, especially in the developing world.

This internship is specifically designed for finance professionals, banking prac��oners, 
development sector personnel, researchers, and aspiring Islamic finance specialists who seek to 
understand how Shariah-compliant microfinance can contribute to financial inclusion. The 
program bridges the gap between theore�cal knowledge and real-world applica�on by equipping 
par�cipants with prac�cal exposure to Islamic microfinance models, Shariah-compliant financing 
tools, social finance integra�on, and market-based outreach strategies.

Through structured learning sessions, prac�cal assignments, case-based analysis, and professional 
repor�ng tasks, par�cipants will develop a strong founda�on in how Islamic microfinance 
ins�tu�ons operate and how they can be used to serve underserved communi�es in a sustainable 
and ethical manner.
Unlike conven�onal internship programs, this virtual pla�orm enables par�cipants from different 
regions to engage with emerging trends, compare country-level Islamic microfinance prac�ces, and 
learn from a global knowledge environment. The internship emphasizes prac�cal relevance, 
strategic understanding, and professional development, making it highly suitable for individuals 
already working in or planning to enter the financial services industry.

This overall design follows the same professional internship framing used in your uploaded AlHuda 
program profile, providing par�cipants with an enriching and valuable experience in the field of 
Islamic finance.
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Objec�ves of the Internship
The program aims to:
• Develop a strong conceptual and prac�cal founda�on in Islamic microfinance
• Enhance understanding of Shariah-compliant financial inclusion mechanisms
• Train par�cipants in Islamic microfinance models, product structuring, and opera�onal prac�ces
• Build capacity in research, market analysis, and professional repor�ng related to Islamic inclusive 

finance
• Prepare finance professionals for roles in Islamic microfinance ins�tu�ons, Islamic banks, NGOs, 

development organiza�ons, consultancies, and policy-focused ins�tu�ons
• Strengthen professional communica�on, analy�cal thinking, and presenta�on skills.

What Par�cipants will Learn
During the internship, par�cipants will gain structured exposure to the following areas:

Islamic Microfinance Founda�ons
• Introduc�on to Islamic microfinance and its role in financial inclusion
• Difference between conven�onal microfinance and Islamic microfinance
• Shariah principles relevant to microfinance opera�ons
• Ethical finance, social jus�ce, and poverty reduc�on through Islamic finance

Islamic Microfinance Products & Structures
• Applica�on of Murabaha, Ijarah, Salam, Is�sna, Musharakah, and Mudarabah in microfinance
• Qard Hasan and benevolent financing models
• Group-based and individual Islamic microfinance structures
• Product design for low-income clients, micro-entrepreneurs, and small businesses

Social Finance Integra�on
• Integra�on of Zakat, Sadaqah, and Waqf into Islamic microfinance programs
• Role of Islamic social finance in suppor�ng vulnerable communi�es
• Sustainable models for combining commercial and philanthropic instruments

Shariah Governance & Compliance
• Shariah governance framework for Islamic microfinance ins�tu�ons
• Product review and Shariah compliance considera�ons
• Risk areas in Islamic microfinance and compliance control mechanisms

Applied Research & Market Analysis
• Islamic microfinance poten�al in par�cipants’ home markets
• Analysis of outreach models, ins�tu�onal challenges, and growth opportuni�es
• Compara�ve review of successful Islamic microfinance case studies
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Internship Structure
The internship will be delivered in progressive phases to ensure prac�cal learning and professional growth:

Phase 1: Orienta�on & Industry Context
• Introduc�on to AlHuda CIBE and program roadmap

• Overview of the global Islamic microfinance sector

• Expecta�ons, deliverables, and internship guidelines

Phase 2: Learning & Concept Development
• Interac�ve sessions on Islamic microfinance concepts and models

• Study materials including ar�cles, presenta�ons, and reference resources

• Guided learning to build conceptual clarity

Phase 3: Prac�cal Assignments
• Product analysis and case-based learning tasks

• Market research on Islamic microfinance prac�ces

• Shariah compliance review exercises

Phase 4: Professional Development
• Report wri�ng and structured documenta�on

• Awareness and outreach-based ac�vi�es

• Improvement in communica�on and presenta�on skills

Phase 5: Final Assessment & Cer�fica�on
• Submission of internship report

• Final discussion and feedback session

• Cer�ficate issuance upon successful comple�on



www.alhudacibe.com

CIBE - UAE

Microfinance recognizes that poor 
people are remarkable reservoirs of 

energy and knowledge, posing an 
untapped opportunity to create 

markets, bring people in from the 
margins and give them the tools with 

which to help themselves.
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How This Internship Benefits Finance Professionals
• This internship is designed to add meaningful value to a finance professional’s profile by offering:
• Prac�cal understanding of Islamic microfinance opera�ons
• Exposure to Shariah-compliant financial inclusion tools
• Enhanced research, analy�cal, and market assessment skills
• Professional knowledge relevant to Islamic banking, microfinance, development finance, and advisory 

roles
• Stronger CV and LinkedIn profile through recognized internship experience
• Opportunity to become part of an interna�onal Islamic finance learning network

Orienta�on session - Introduc�on to the internship, AlHuda CIBE, and program expecta�ons, 
Overview of Islamic microfinance,

Webinar 1 – Shariah Governance Challenges in Islamic Microfinance Ins�tu�ons 

Intern Onboarding & Records Submission – Submission of profile details and passport-size 
photographs for official records and social media announcements

Interac�ve Session 1 – Fundamentals of Islamic microfinance

Webinar 2 - Development of Islamic Banking & Finance: Global Trends and Strategic Challenges

Research Task 1 – Overview of Islamic Microfinance prac�ces and market presence in the 
intern’s home country

Study Material Distribu�on – Weekly learning material (PPTs, ar�cles, reference documents)

Interac�ve Session 2 – Islamic modes of Microfinancing and opera�onal structures.

Assignment 2: Conduct an in-person mee�ng with a microfinance ins�tute and submit report 

Hands-on Task – Shariah compliance assessment of an Islamic Microfinance product

Webinar 3 - Role of Islamic Finance in Financial Inclusion & Sustainable Economic Growth

Study Material Distribu�on – Weekly learning material (PPTs, ar�cles, reference documents)

Research Task 2 – Strategy to develop Islamic microfinance in your region 

Interac�ve Session 3 – Topic to be finalized with mutual consent of interns

Professional Task – Structured report wri�ng and documenta�on skills

Webinar 4 - Measuring Social Impact in Islamic Microfinance: Tools, Metrics & Maqasid al-Shariah

Workshop Session - Prac�cal insights into Islamic banking opera�ons and industry prac�ces

Internship Report Assignment –

Final Discussion Session – Open Q&A, feedback, and experience sharing with AlHuda CIB

Cer�ficate Distribu�on – Issuance of internship comple�on cer�ficates
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Eligibility Criteria
The program is open to:
• Finance and banking professionals
• Professionals working in microfinance ins�tu�ons
• Staff of Islamic banks and financial ins�tu�ons
• Development sector prac��oners and NGO professionals
• Researchers, consultants, and policy professionals
• Graduates and early-career individuals with a strong interest in Islamic finance and financial 

inclusion

Preferred backgrounds include:
•   Finance
•   Banking
•   Economics
•   Business Administra�on
•   Accoun�ng
•   Development Finance
•   Microfinance and related fields

Cer�fica�on
Par�cipants who successfully complete the required tasks and submit the final internship report 
will be awarded a Cer�ficate of Internship issued by AlHuda Centre of Islamic Banking and 
Economics.

Applica�on Process
• Last Date to Apply:   10 April 2026
• Program Start Date: 15 April 2026

How to Apply:
Interested candidates may apply through the official website or send their profile at 
info@alhudacibe.com with the subject line: Islamic Microfinance Internship Applica�on.
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Glimpse of previous Global Virtual Internship 
Program on Islamic Banking & Finance (2020-2026)
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